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Majora Carter,
founder of
Sustainable South
Bronx, poses beside
green roof on
building at
Lafayette Ave. in
Hunts Point. Con
Edison has agreed
to be chief sponsor
of the project.

Highest hopes for green roofs

BY BILL  EGBERT
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

An environmental  activist  in  the South
Bronx  hopes to turn  standard blacktop
roofing  throughout  the city  green.

That's a rooftop  covered with  a layer of soil
and seeded with  grass, wildflowers  or  other
plants.

And it's  a new project  atop the offices of
Sustainable South Bronx  in  Hunts  Point.

The South Bronx  NewRoof Demonstration
Project - unveiled  last week - is a
collaboration  between SSB, the Columbia
University  School of Architecture,  and
Columbia Earth  Institute  to demonstrate the
tangible  health  and economic benefits of
green roofs.

"It  will  be a working,  productive  landscape
with  ambitious  research goals that  reach
beyond green and cool roof  projects,"  said
SSB founder  Majora  Carter.

The main  benefit  of green-roofing  is energy
savings because the vegetation reduces the heat from  the sun in  the
summer,  and acts as an insulating  blanket in  the winter.  It  also helps
rooftops  last up to 50% longer.

One of the project's chief sponsors is Con Edison. As it  pours money into
new infrastructure  to keep up with  the city's  surging demand for  power, the
company is keenly interested in  promoting  energy conservation to ease the
strain  on the system.

Carter brought  Con Edison officials  up onto  the roof  one day to pitch  the
concept, and the energy utility  agreed to sponsor it  - literally  on the spot.

She also picked up some unexpected additional  funding  last month  when
she was awarded a $500,000  MacArthur  Foundation  "genius grant."  Carter
said she plans to plow some of that  money into  the roof  project,  along with
other  programs SSB is developing to promote green businesses in  the South
Bronx.

The green roof  demonstration  project  is part  of a plan to develop a green
roof  installation  business - tentatively  called SmartRoofs - along with  a job -
training  program.  
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